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God’s Love

It seems difficult to
impossible for some
folks to understand
Romans 8:28:
We know all things
work together for
good to those
who love God.
After all, life doesn’t seem to work that way. Some
people find other scripture verses that seem to contradict this verse. Sometimes people have friends who
believe the verse means something other than how I
would interpret it.
All of us use our past experiences as we attempt to
interpret scriptures. Sometimes we reach different
conclusions. That doesn’t mean that conflicting interpretations are the result of impure motives. Each one
of us must determine what we believe to be God’s
message.
Romans 8:28 gives the promise to a specific
people. It is to those who “love God.”
All of God’s promises work in us according to our
own ability to believe them. When the Lord first challenged me to believe Romans 8:28, the Holy Spirit
asked me to decide if I loved God. Could I say anything other than “Yes”? Then He asked me how much
I loved God. I didn’t know how to answer that, but it
seemed clear to me that if I wanted God to “work
good” for me I needed to love God more. Love
requires trust. Could I trust God enough to accept His
promise to take everything that happened to me and
find a way to make it work for my good? If I trusted
Him, I didn’t need to know what had caused each
event, or for what purpose it happened. All I needed
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By Merlin Carothers

to do was believe that God would have no problem
doing anything.
Our faith boils down to that one all-inclusive word,
“anything.” If we accept that word, then we are free
to let go of the confusion that often tries to come to
us. Our minds no longer need to be cluttered with
wondering if God caused this or did the enemy cause
it? Confusion comes when we do not have a firm
assurance of what we believe.
I made my decision. I started believing that since I
loved God, I should trust Him. I would stop trying to
analyze the situations. When I did this, a new peace
came into my life. I became more delighted with Who
God is.
Sometimes I needed to renew my decision many
times a day, but each time my assurance grew stronger. Every time I had new problems and new frustrations I renewed my promise to trust God. And each
time I sensed new strength and resolve coming to my
spirit.
God then began to honor my faith by giving me
specific victories. I saw Him doing things for me that
I could not have done for myself. When I shared my
new understanding with other people, they too started
to have increased spiritual strength and victories.
They found their love for God growing and their confidence that God was making Romans 8:28 a reality
in their lives.
This same confidence in God’s power is available
to any Christian who wants to declare his or her love
for God. Such assurance causes Psalms 37:4 to
become a delightful reality: Delight yourself in the
Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.
(Reprint from January 1997)

The Last Word
One of the things that
I like to do that has been
a real blessing in my life
is to read the Bible each
night before I turn out
the light. It’s the last thing I do, so the Word of God is in
my heart and in my mind as I go off to sleep.
I enjoy many versions of the Bible. The next day I like
to take the same portion of Scripture and read it in other
translations. This helps me to renew my mind.
Everything in this world is in a state of change. Today’s
circumstances are likely to be very different from last
year, and again this time next year. There will be new
joys in our lives as well as sorrows that have taken place.
As we build our lives on God’s unchanging Word, we can
feel the strength of His foundation.
The Lord keeps emphasizing to me over and over that
I can rely on His Word no matter what the circumstances
in my life might be. His Word is truer than what my eyes
can see, and my ears can hear. And when I depend on His
Word and trust in His Word and believe His Word, then it
becomes life and breath and food to my spirit.
Every year I try to read the Bible through from cover
to cover. Some parts I’ll read many times over. One of the
things I like to do is to read Proverbs each day. For example, if it’s January 5th, I’ll read Proverbs 5. If it’s January
16th, I’ll read Proverbs 16 and so forth. Some months I’ll
choose a different translation.
Because I’m doing my best to read God’s Word more
and more and have been applying myself diligently to
studying it, He has been making the Bible come alive to
me. As He helps me to apply it to my life. I’m experiencing a growing appreciation for the life and power there in
in His Word.

By Mary Carothers

This year as you read your Bible mark off the chapters
as you read them, but don’t feel you have to start at Genesis and read straight through to Revelation. You can read
here and there, all over the Bible. You don’t have to do it
in any organized way. A marked Bible reading chart will
give you a record of what you have read in case you want
to be sure that you read all the Bible. (We have a reading
chart available upon request or you can download from
the website).
Why all this emphasis on the importance of God’s
Word? Well, the Bible is not just the writings of people
who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is God’s Words
written down for us, so we can know His will for our
lives. Let me give you a few scriptures that tell us what
God’s perspective is on His Word. Ephesians 6 tells us
that His Word is like a sword – a weapon to use against
the enemy when he attacks. II Timothy chapter 3 tells us
that all Scripture is God breathed. We read in Genesis that
when God breathed life into Adam, he became a living
soul. The printed letters that make up the written words in
our Bibles give life and energy from the very breath of
God Himself. Psalm 119 tells us His Word is eternal, that
it’s true, that we can depend on it. It also says that God’s
Words are a light to direct our steps in a dark world. God
considers His Word very important and so should we.
This year, as you read and study the Bible, I pray that
the Holy Spirit will open the eyes of your understanding
to see all the wonderful things He has put there for you! I
pray that the Lord will bless you and build you up in your
spirit, so you can be victorious in Christ, to the glory of
the Father.

Would you like to read the Bible through in 2022?
We will send you a free copy of the Bible Reading Chart upon request.

You may also download a copy from our website at www.foundationofpraise.org.
We hope you will value it enough to place it in your Bible – and use it daily!

Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4).

We express our deep gratitude for your donation of
books to our Correctional
Center. These books will
have a beneficial impact on
the inmates who read them.
My sincere thanks to you and
your team at the Foundation
of Praise for the compassion
you show for those
incarcerated in prisons.

Praise Changes Lives!
Thank you for
writing these books.
I have given away
many copies and
they have blessed
many lives.

I read Prison to Praise, Power in Praise, and Praise
Works! while going through a difficult situation.
These books opened my eyes and I joyfully
praised God for the situation. I know He is working
it for my good. These books are never outdated.
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Please keep sending me the Praise
News. I appreciate it so much and after I
have read it several times, I pass it along
to a friend, who also passes it along.

All the books on praise are life-changing and a wonderful
message from Christ. I give praise and thanks to the Lord for
the wonderful gift you have given us through these books. I
want to spread the message of praise and the Word of Christ.

May you and your family
be blessed with joy

laughter, love, good

health and prosperity
in the New Year.

If you would like to receive a
statement of your 2021 gifts
to the Foundation of Praise,
please call (760)741-2755
and request one, and
we will send it to you.

The Foundation of Praise

has received gifts
In Loving Memory Of:

Merlin Carothers
By Don Lupro
of Murrieta, CA
Rick Bakker
By Flo Collier
of Hesperia, CA

For all the lives lost
to Covid
By Margaret Grow
of Rome, NY

Our loss is Heaven’s gain!
Our prayers are with those who loved them.

In Honor of:

Dawn & Jerry Wilson
Mark Siesman
Michelle & Marshall
By Flo Collier
of Hesperia, CA

Spanish Book
Offers
Offer #1

Buy Power in Praise in Spanish and receive Answers to Praise in Spanish
FREE! Your total cost with shipping is $11.25 (a $22 value)

Offer #2

Prison to Praise, Spanish - We are offering bulk price discounts on Spanish
Prison to Praise. These are “Not for Re-sale” copies and are available while supplies last.

TOTAL FOR
PRISON TO PRAISE

QUANTITY

PRICE

5

$3.60

10

$3.30

25

$3.00

$75 ($150

50

$2.70

$135 ($300

Power in Praise

TOTAL COST
W/ SHIPPING

$18 ($30

VALUE )

$22.00

$33 ($60

VALUE )

$37.50

VALUE )

Prison to Praise

$82.00

VALUE )

$145.25

Answers to Praise

For credit card orders call 1-800-PRAISE1 (1-800-772-4731).

For mail in orders, please use the enclosed order form.

Shipping applies to one U.S. address.
Please call (760) 741-2755 for questions, foreign rates or additional
shipping information. These offers expire on January 31, 2022
Foundation of Praise PO Box 2518 Escondido, CA 92033-2518

