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Laboring Over Decisions
I sometimes labor over
decisions that I need to
make. Do you? If there
are many complications
involved, we often
don’t know what
our best choice is.
Regardless of what we decide, there are many
things that could go wrong. When our thoughts are in
turmoil, it is difficult for us to make a good decision.
We often think, whatever God wants me to do I’ll
do, but what does He want me to do?
If we really do want God’s will, we may go into a
time of agonizing prayer, yet still be afraid that we
might make the wrong choice. We think, and think,
of all the ramifications if we make a mistake.
Recently I was caught in one of those situations.
The harder I tried to reach a conclusion, the more
difficult it seemed for me to do so.
So, I fell back on my habit of saying, “God, You,
are working this for my good. Yes, You, really are.”
My anxiety subsided, and my attention shifted
toward trusting God.
Then a new thought came to me: It doesn’t matter
what decision you make as long as you have the
right motives. That took a big burden off my heart.
God recognizes that you and I are incapable of
knowing all the possible ramifications of the many
decisions that we need to make. We can always be
wrong. We have proven that to ourselves over and
over. But God doesn’t keep a record of every choice
we make. He keeps a record of our motives.

By Merlin Carothers

We sometimes judge one another by standards that
are clear to us but may not be at all clear to another
person. And sometimes we even judge ourselves
quite harshly because we think God sees us as we
see ourselves.
With so many possibilities for making wrong
choices, we can live in continual anxiety. If God
should judge us according to our abilities, I’m afraid
all of us would be in big trouble. However, the good
news is that God’s primary objective is that we learn
to love Him. Therefore, He wants us to believe that
He always understands our anxiety and confusion.
He knows when we regret our mistakes. He knows
when we want to do the right thing. He is willing to
give us a grade of 100% if we are willing to trust in
His goodness.
So, let us learn to rejoice in His loving care over
every detail of our lives. If we bungle our choice of
where we should live, what job we should take,
what operation we should have, how to deal with
our children, what church we should attend, etc.…
we must remember that God is on our side if we
have the right motives.
Let us remember to have as our hearts
desire: Lord, all I want to do is please
You. Then we can use the best judgment
we have, make our decision, and have
full confidence that God will somehow
work it out for good. And He will be
pleased with us because once again we
have trusted in Him rather than in
ourselves.
(Reprint from May 1996)

Two Kingdoms

By Mary Carothers

When we get
right down to
it, we learn
that there really
are only two
“kingdoms” at
work in this
world: The kingdom of God, which is the kingdom
of light; and the kingdom of Satan, which is the
kingdom of darkness.
God’s kingdom is manifest through many different people, various types of ministries, and of
course, many denominations. Despite the multitude of differences we believers have, we share
one thing in common: we exalt the name of Jesus,
recognizing that the precious blood that He shed
on the cross has purchased our redemption. Truly,
Jesus has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness, and brought us into His own family, the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13-14).

Have a Blessed day!
Sunday, May 8th

Satan’s kingdom is also manifest through many
different avenues. Various philosophies, religions,
belief systems and teachings will masquerade
under a façade designed to deceive us. Some of
them appear to the casual observer to be good. But
if Satan can appear as an angel of light (II Corinthians 11:14), he can also cleverly conceal many of
his works.
How can we become better able to discern
between these two kingdoms?
First, we need a personal relationship with Jesus,
our Savior. The more time we spend with Him
(praying and worshiping Him), the more we will
grow to love Him.
Second, we should pray for discernment and
wisdom. Proverbs abounds with exhortations to
grow in wisdom, understanding, insight and
discernment. I like to read Proverbs regularly,
choosing the chapter that corresponds to the date
of that day. For example, on the 15th of the month
I like to read chapter 15, and so on through the
month. Often, I will read Proverbs in different
translations, a different one each month.
Lastly, Ephesians 4:23 tells us to be made new
in the attitudes of our minds. In Romans 12:2, Paul
exhorts us to no longer be conformed to the way
the world thinks, but to become transformed by
renewing our minds. How do we do this? By reading and studying the Bible – daily. I ask the
Holy Spirit to open my mind and spirit to
understand whatever He wants to teach me
through His Word.
Let’s pray for godly wisdom and discernment,
so that we can be light in this dark world. We
belong to the kingdom of Light, so let’s allow the
light of Jesus to shine through us.

There is
Power in
Praise!
Power in Praise has
blessed my life so much. The
Lord used it when I was battling
cancer, especially the chapter
about whining and complaining.
Now I am miraculously healed
to the amazement
of the doctors.

Thirty-two
years ago a fellow
teacher gave me
Power in Praise.
It forever changed my
pessimistic outlook to
one of thanksgiving and
praise in all things.

About 35 years ago
my sister gave
me Power in Praise.
It changed
my life.

Power in Praise was
much used by the Lord in my
coming to Christ. In the nearly
30 years since that time,
the Lord has revealed
His mercy and His
power to save.

Power in Praise changed
my life over 20 years ago.
I’ve been through a very
challenging time but I was
always reminded to give Him
praise. I am a minister and
my job is to love people,
encourage them, and
draw them closer
to Him.

Thank you for sending
Praise News. I really enjoy
it and share it with my friends.
Power in Praise has been a
big blessing, and I have
given it to my friends,
also. God bless
your work.

The Foundation of Praise has received gifts
Nancy Longo
By Linda Slomin
of Millville, NJ
Chet Garrett
By Janice Adler
of LaConner, WA
Merlin Carothers
By Patricia Anderson
of Evansport, OH

In Loving Memory Of:
William H. Garey
By his daughter
Vicki J. Garey
of Jurupa Valley, CA

Frank & Antionette Pucci
By their daughter
Marie Pucci
of Westmont, NJ

Roy Combs, Sr
By his daughter
Shirley Gabbard
of Amelia, OH

John Goodwin
By his wife
Joanne Goodwin
of Middleton, MA

Our loss is Heaven’s gain!
Our prayers are with those who loved them.

In Honor Of:

Mary Carothers
By Patricia Anderson
of Evansport, OH

Your
faithful
support
has
enabled
us to send
free
praise
books
to the
following
facilities!

Hutchins Unit, Dallas, TX
Regional Jail, Abingdon, VA
Clark County Jail, Springfield, OH
Fourth Avenue Jail, Phoenix, AZ
State Penitentiary, Adelanto, CA
The Voice of Triumph, Delano, TN
McLennan County Jail, Waco, TX
Mobile County Metro Jail, Mobile, AL
Correctional Institute, Bellefonte, PA
Desoto Correctional Annex, Arcadia, FL
County Detention Center, Luxora, AR
Washtenaw County Jail, Ann Arbor, MI
Law Enforcement Center, Shell Lake, WA
Bartow Detention Center, Cartersville, GA
Delta Correctional Facility, Greenwood, MS
Columbia Correctional Institute, Portage, WI
Jackson County Sheriff’s Dept., Phoenix, OR
Monroe Correctional Center, Bloomington, IN
Albany County Detention Center, Laramie, WY

Memorial Day

On this Memorial Day, May 30th, we thank you
Lord for those who have given their lives in
service to our country, sacrificing in such a
costly way for the sake of others. Thank you,
God, for a day set apart, not just for celebration,
but also for solemn remembrance as we consider
the sacrifices of so many in our military.

National Day of Prayer

The 2022 National Day of Prayer is on Thursday.
May 5th. This year’s theme verse is:

EXALT THE LORD WHO HAS
ESTABLISHED US. Colossians 2:6-7

Power in Praise

We hope you will take advantage of this Power in Praise reduced price. Order your copies today
and ask God to guide you to those who need to hear the message there is in the power of praise!
These are “Not for Resale” copies and this
special does not apply to the Giant Print or
Spanish versions of Power in Praise. This
offer is available through the month of May
- while supplies last! For credit card orders
call 1-800-PRAISE1 (1-800-772-4731).
Shipping applies to one U.S. address.
Please call (760)741-2755 for foreign rates
or for additional shipping information.
PLEASE SELECT OPTION, CLIP, AND
RETURN IN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

Book
Quantity

Price Per
Book

Retail
Cost

USPS
Shipping

Your
Total
Cost

5

$3.25

$45.00

$4.00

$20.25

10

$2.75

$90.00

$5.00

$32.50

25

$2.25

$225.00

$9.50

$65.75

50

$1.70

$450.00

$16.00

$101.00

100

$1.40

$900.00

$32.00

$172.00

 Please send me _______ copies of Power in Praise for the Total Cost of $___________
I will distribute these books. Send them to me at the address below:

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________ State_____________ Zip_____________

 Do not send the books to me.

Use my donation of $__________
to have the Foundation of Praise distribute for me.
THIS OFFER EXPIRES ON May 31, 2022. LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE.

