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I sometimes think
that I have been
%ég‘ mistreated. When

someone says some-

e

unfair, I immediately want to say something

thing to me that I feel is

back. At the time, it seems to me that I would feel
much better if I told the person how unfair they
are.

But I’ve long since learned that what I may feel
like saying is usually the wrong thing to say. If I
should strike back at someone with, “You’'re
wrong!” they would immediately “circle the
wagons” around themselves and prepare for their
own defense. Behind their barrier they would
launch their “arrows.” They would find more
things to say to me that would no doubt seem
even more unfair. I would end up being more hurt
or angrier than ever.

So, I have learned a better reaction to whatever
people say or do to me.

God places no barriers around me that could
keep anyone in the world from saying anything to
me that they desire to say. He permits a few
people to write ugly, nasty letters to me in which

they express all kinds of bitterness and resent-

% MISTREHTED #

By Merlin Carothers

ment. The only promise God gives to me in that
regard is that He will help me to decide how I will
react to whatever anyone says or does to me. In
the past when I felt mistreated, I too often elected
to react with hurt and anger. Gradually I have
grown to understand that it was I who made the
decision. It’s my own fault when I permit others
to control how I feel.

So, it’s been fun learning how to react — with
inward satisfaction in many situations. When
people say or write things that tend to wound me,
I quickly think, “God, You are going to use that to
help me!” Sometimes I need to say the same
words over and over until my confidence builds.
The stronger my confession becomes, the better I
feel. I end up being helped instead of being hurt.
At times I sense a spirit of jubilation stirring
within me as though I’m discovering something
that is incredibly powerful. #

I strongly recommend the above way of living.
The potential rewards are endless. We draw
closer to God as we find our joy and peace in
Him. We become more fruitful in our work for
Him. This strengthens us for further service in
building His kingdom. e

(Reprint from October 1989)
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One day, when I was a
little girl in first or second
grade, I made a discovery.
I found out that all fathers are not the same.

It was recess time, and a little friend and 1
stood talking. I don’t remember what we were
talking about. I remember only this one statement
she made: “When I want something, I ask my
father. Even when he says no, I cry and beg until
he gives in. I can almost always get my way.”

- Now this may surprise you, but not for even a
moment did I envy her. My instant reaction was -
pity for her. That’s right. I felt sorry for her. And
here’s the reason why.

If I asked my father for something, and he said
no, I knew he meant it. There was no need for me
to cry, beg or plead. His first answer was the same
as his last. I knew I could depend on my father to
mean what he said. This was a source of great
stability and security to me. My family was the
center of my world at that time in my life, and my
home was a safe and secure place. I could depend
on my father’s word.

Now, I realized that my little friend could get
more things from her father than I could ever get
from mine. Things like more desserts or candy,
permission to stay up late or to buy more new
clothes. But the ability to change her father’s
decision, in a sense to control the decision, did
not equal security to me. I was very thankful that
my father was not like hers. Whether my father
said yes, or no, I knew he meant what he said, and
that I could depend on his word.

We have a Heavenly Father whose word is
sure. | Kings 8:56 says in part, Blessed be the
Lord. . . according to all that He promised. The
promises in His word will never fail us. We can
depend on our loving Heavenly Father to keep
His word on our behalf. Psalm 119:89 says, For-
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By Mary Carothers

ever, O Lord, Your word is settled in Heaven. So
sure are God’s words to us that no matter how
dark our circumstances, we can use His word to
light our pathway (see Psalm 119:105).

How important is it to God that we be able to
depend on His word? Psalm 138:2 tells us that He
has magnified - for our benefit - His word even
above His name. Think about that for a minute. If
I were God, I would want you to be sure to under-
stand my greatness. Sure, I would want you to
know you could depend on my word, but I would
be more interested that you fully appreciate my
absolute Supremacy. So you would not give me
any hassles. Not so with our loving Heavenly
Father. His love for us is so great that He wants
what 1s best for us. And so, He has made His
word of greater importance - to us - than His
name. What love!

I guess Jesus said it all when He told us in Mat-
thew 4:4 that we cannot live by bread (material
things) alone. In order to live life fully, as He
intends, we need every word that comes from the
mouth of our loving Heavenly Father. How bless-
ed we are to have access to His word - both the
written word and the living word, Jesus. In His
word, we have all we will ever, ever need.

(Reprint from October 1989)

God’s Word has the answers for you
If you want to be fruitful — John 15
When those around you, fail you — Psalm 27
What you want courage for a task — Joshua 1
If discouraged about your work — Psalm 126
When the world seems bigger
When you want Christian %

assurance — Romans 8:1-30

than God — Psalm 90
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The praise books have changed my life, my heart,
my soul and my spirit, and I desire more and more of
Jesus. BiLL, CORRECTIONAL CENTER, IA

Thank you for your endless labors for the Kingdom
of God. I am so thankful for how many incarcerated
people you reach and for their testimonies in the
Praise News. RoBERT, MA

Please keep sharing the message of praising God — it
changed my life and my prayers. Lou, MO

Thank you for the Praise News. I really need the
encouragement I get from reading them. MzgL, TX

Thank you for the Praise News and for all your
efforts to encourage the incarcerated.  Jorun, MIN

I am very grateful that you can continue the ministry
of the Foundation of Praise since Merlin and Mary
have made their journeys to Heaven. When I read
Merlin’s books it seems like no time has elapsed
since he wrote them. %« Nancy, NY
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Merlin’s books have changed my life!  James, AR
I’'m writing because Mr. Carothers’ books have
given me hope. Although he may not be with us any-
more, I want others to know that his spirit and his
heart is still with us, and we can learn from his books
about the power of praise.

SoLomoN, DETENTION CENTER, CA

I read Prison to Praise as I lay in my bunk, and it got
me to focus my life on praise and it unlocked a joy
that I have been missing lately.

% BiLLy, ADULT CORRECTIONS, VA

I read Prison to Praise and for the first time in my
life it struck something inside of me that nothing else
has hit me before. After reading this book I began to
praise God in everything. My whole existence, my
life has been overcome with gratitude and happiness.
I now thank God many times a day for being in jail
and for all the things in my life.

Dusty, County Prison, PA

WOULD YOU LIRE TO READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 20267

We will send you a free copy of the Bible Reading Chart upon request. You may also download a copy from our
website at www.foundationofpraise.org. We hope you will value it enough to place it in your Bible — and use it
daily! Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4).
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Your faithful support has enabled us to

send free praise books to these facilities!
State Prison, Raiford, FL
County Jail Annex, El Paso, TX
State Hospital, Chattahoochee, FL
Booneville County Jail, Idaho Falls, ID
Jefferson County Jail, Brookville, PA
Ouachita River Corrections, Malvern, AR
Cumberland County Corrections, Bridgeton, NJ
High Desert State Prison, Indian Springs, NV
Cobb County Detention Center, Marietta, GA
Tomoka Correctional Institute, Daytona Beach, FL.
Joseph Harp Correctional Center, Lexington, OK
South Central Correctional Facility, Clifton, TN
Wateree River Correctional Institute, Rembert, SC
Coffee Creek Correctional Facility, Wilsonville, OR
George F. Bailey Maximum Security Facility, San Diego, CA

WISHING YOU A
BLESSED AND %

JOYOUS NEW YEAR! HAPPY NEW YEAR
Please agree in prayer for everyone who receives Praise News.
We receive so many requests for prayer. Some of these requests are for:

Our Nation Financial difficulties

Marital problems Loss of a loved one %
Health Issues Family hardships and conflicts
Unemployment Healing of loved ones

Salvation Our military personnel and first responders

But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if
you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. (Deuteronomy 4:29)

B THE WHISPERS OF GOD

A friend of the Foundation of Praise has generously donated copies of her book,
The Whispers of God. This book encourages believers to recognize the quiet
touch of God in everyday situations. The pages are bursting with humorous and
serious stories that explain how we can learn to hear the whispers of God.

For those who donate a gift of $15 or more to the Foundation of Praise you will
receive a copy of The Whispers of God. To receive your book, please be sure
and mention the code Whispers with your donation.
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