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G R A G E By Merlin Carothers

“Merlin, if I don’t learn to praise the Lord as
you teach will I not be able to go heaven?” What
an incredible question for anyone to ask, but I
hear it often. It’s sad to me that people are being
taught such false ideas about God that they live in
doubt and fear.

Some people feel that God is watching for any
excuse to cast them into Hell. Exactly the opposite
is true! He wants us to be with Him for eternity.
That’s why He created us and was willing to die
for our sins.

Satan is the one who is doing his best to con-
vince us that God has nothing better to do than
punish us. He doesn’t want us to accept God’s
loving offer of grace. But, through faith in Jesus,
God has made it possible for anyone to enter
Heaven.

Some people think they could go to Hell for
nearly any offense. As a result, they suffer end-
lessly. They don’t realize that one of Satan’s chief
weapons is torment and doubt. He wants us to
meditate on our failures in order to keep us from
concentrating on God’s goodness. If you have
been burdened with doubts, I urge you to put all
your confidence in Jesus as your Savior. Because
of Jesus, God forgives all our sins, and crowns us
with His lovingkindness and tender mercies (see
Psalm 103:3 4).

The New Testament message of God’s grace is
so glorious that some find it almost impossible to
believe. It boils down to one simple message: We
are given the free gift of eternal life because of
our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. That is

the Good News that
Jesus came to give us!
It’s the news that Satan
hates, and he is
dedicating all his
efforts to prevent

our understanding of
God’s wonderful plan. He knows that when we
joyfully trust Jesus to give us eternal life, we will
be so excited about this Good News that we will
want to share it with everyone.

Yes, if we never understand the benefits of
always praising the Lord, we will still go to
Heaven if we believe that Jesus is our Savior. We
may not always please God, but we always want
Him to help us. We confess our weakness to Him
and tell Him over and over how thankful we are
for His grace and forgiveness. We see ourselves as
Paul did: Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners; of whom I am chief (I Timothy
1:15). When we recognize our sins, we repent, do
what we can to make restitution, and then rejoice
in Christ Jesus.

Many people live in fear of God rather than
accepting His love for us. But when we under-
stand all He has done for us we will want to
follow Him. Once we become fully convinced of
His grace, we then become dedicated to loving
and serving Him.

For by His grace are ye saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9). (Reprint from July 1996)
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T A L E N T 8 By Mary Carothers

Jesus taught us with parables. He must have
known that this was the best way to teach the princi-
ples that God wants us to understand. In Matthew 25,
Jesus told the parable of the talents. In this story, the
talents represented money. However, the principle
that Jesus was teaching is not limited to money. The
principle He taught was that we are expected — even
required — to use the talents He has chosen to give
each of us. Like the servants in the parable, we will
also stand before the Lord one day and give an
accounting of our stewardship. It is required of
stewards that a man should be found faithful —
proving himself worthy of trust (I Corinthians 4:2
AMP).

In this parable, the Master is pleased with His
servants who wisely used their talents. He praised
and then rewarded them: Well, done, you upright
(honorable, admirable) and faithful servant! You
have been faithful and trustworthy over a little; 1
will put you in charge of much. Enter into and
share the joy — the delight, the blessedness — which
your master enjoys (verse 21).

One servant had more than twice as many talents
as the other. Yet both were praised and rewarded
equally. The same will be true for you and me. The
Lord will not judge us by the talents or abilities of
another person. For example, I could not do for the
kingdom of God what Merlin does. God has not
equipped me with the necessary talents to do so.
Instead, He requires me to faithfully use the talents
He has given me. From God’s point of view, how

The Foundation of Praise

has received gifts IN MEMORY OF

Salvatore & Nancy Longo
By Donald & Linda Slomin
of Millville, NJ

Rosemary Farmer

Our loss is Heaven’s gain!
Our prayers are with those who loved them.

By her neighbor Gail Brodsky
of Huntington Beach, CA

many talents we have or
how great they are is not
important. What is
important to Him is
whether we use what we
have to build up His
kingdom. And that we do so
in a manner that brings honor and glory to the Lord
rather than to ourselves.

Suppose my talent was to sing or to teach a Bible
class. It wouldn’t matter whether I had “five talents”
worth of ability, or only “one talent”. What would
matter would be my obedience to God’s will for me
and my willingness to do my very best — for His
glory, not mine.

What talents do you have? If you don’t know, ask
the Lord to help you discover them, In the meantime,
you can always pray for others (an extremely import-
ant ministry), write an encouraging note to someone
who has blessed you, bring a meal to someone who is
sick, do some housecleaning for a disabled person,
call someone who is lonely and offer encouragement,
babysit for a single mom — the list of things we can
do to minister to others is endless.

Remember, we don’t want to be like the servant
who hid his talents and didn’t use it. His was a sad
end. Lord, I pray that our desire will be to obey Your
will for us, and may our deepest longing always be
to build up your kingdom and to bring honor and
glory to Your name. (Reprint from June 1996)

Blessings on Your
Graduation Day!

God bless you on your special day.
May He always be with you on
your future way,and may all of

your hopes, all the things you have

planned, be blessed by the touch
of the Lord’s loving hands.




Joyful Words of Praise

I love your ministry as it gives hope to people whose
lives have been devastated by sin. Your books have
helped a lot of hurting and lost people.  JamEs, AR

I was given a copy of Prison to Praise to read by a
minister friend of mine and have read it at least three
times. Davip, NJ

My prayer ministry priest gives out Prison to Praise
like crazy and I was one that has benefitted from it,
and I am excited to give them to members of my
prayer group. I pray that these books will be a bless-
ing. EL1zABETH, VA

Your book What’s on Your Mind? has helped me so
much. I have been in prison for 24 years for which I
am guilty but my time in here has led me to the Lord.

ANTHONY, NEW ZEALAND

Thank you for your gracious support of our jail minis-
try. The year 2025 was a blockbuster for the Lord.
WENDELL, IL

I want to share what happened when I ordered fifty
Prison to Praise. As they were on special you called
and offered me more books. However, what you
didn’t know was that we were planning our 30" wed-
ding anniversary as a Praise and Thanksgiving cele-
bration and I wanted to hand out your book at the
gathering. Your sending the extra books was a big
part and a tremendous testimony. Tim, TX

Your book Power in Praise changed my life. I had
never thought about praising God for the bad things in
my life, but praise has changed so much inside of me.

ScotT, DETENTION CENTER, VA
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Your faithful support has enabled us to
send free praise books to these facilities!

State Prison, Concoran, CA
Fourth Ave Jail, Phoenix, AZ
Bryan County Jail, Durant, OK
Telfair State Prison, Helena, GA
Willacy Unit, Raymondyville, TX
State Hospital, Chattahoochee, FL
Bonneville County Jail, Idaho Falls, ID
Golden Legacy Care Center, Sylmar, CA
Service Processing Center, Florence, AZ
Wake County Detention Center, Raleigh, NC
White River Correctional Center, Batesville, AR
Wyandotte County Sheriff's Office, Lansing, KS
Coffee Creek Correctional Facility, Wilsonville, OR
Rock Mountain Detention Facility, San Diego, CA
Morgan County Correctional Complex, Wartburg, TN
SE Regional Correctional Center, Shediac, NB, Canada

Train a child in the way he should go, and

when he is old he will not turn from t.
(Proverbs 22:6)
Thank you for the important role that you

play in preparing your child for adulthood.

Sunday June 21+




PRAISE & PRAYER JOURNAL

We are hearing from prison chaplains and inmates
sharing how much they enjoy the Praise & Prayer Journal.

We could use thousands of the Journals, and it wouldn’t be enough. Everybody likes them. One
inmate told me that he liked it so much that he sent one to his family so they could see how nice
they were. If you could send more copies, we would appreciate it greatly.

CHAPLAIN ELENA, SAN DIEGO County JAIL, CA

I have had witness testimonies from the inmates telling me how much the journals have helped
them through difficulties from their past and by journaling their thoughts they have become
empowered by the Word of God. Many of the inmates are meeting and sharing their thoughts
they have written in the journals to help each other on their journey with the Lord. Thank you,
thank you for all that you do to make a difference in someone’s life by sharing a journal that is
seriously impacting and changing lives. Is there anyway you can send us more copies?
OFFICER TERESA, GRAYSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, TX

We are requesting more copies of the Praise & Prayer Journal. We cannot keep them in
stock as the inmates really like them.  CHaprLAIN Mikg, BoNNEVILLE COUNTY JAIL, ID

Buy THIS MONTH WE ARE OFFERING THE

One PRAISE &
PRAYER JOURNAL

OPTION 1 Both copies sent to you.
OPTION 2 We distribute both copies to a prison in need.
OPTION 3 We send you one copy

and the other is sent to a prison.

Any option you chose including shipping is $10. % ;
Please use the enclosed order form and let
us know which option you are choosing.

This offer expires on June 30, 2026




