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God never gives %N
advice! Advice is
something we can
accept or reject. God
tells us what to do. All
- too frequently we treat

God’s Word as advice —
% something to be
accepted or rejected
according to how we happen to feel.

A clear-cut command such as, “Do not steal,” is
easier to receive as a permanent, all-inclusive order
for everyone to follow. But a command such as:
Give thanks always for all things (Ephesians
5:20) is easier for us to treat as “advice.”

“God has good intentions, but He doesn’t
understand my circumstances.” The man who has
no bread to feed his family might easily decide that
stealing is a reasonable alternative to letting his
family starve. But if he is thinking like that God
may not be able to show him how he could solve
his problem.

If we have in the back of our minds the idea that
God may not always make everything work for our
good, we will find ways to complain, or to be
discouraged. Our flesh will shout “Amen” to all
our complaints. It wants us to disregard God’s
promise. After all: For the sinful nature desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what
is contrary to the sinful nature (Galatians 5:17
NIV).

The flesh (our sin nature) does not like the Holy
Spirit’s ways, because the Spirit always wants to
obey God. Our sin nature can always find some
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excuse to disobey Him and complain. We like to
believe that in our particular situation God is not
working for our good (see Romans 8:28).

If we have physical or emotional pain, we want
to center all our prayers on “God, make me well.
God, stop this pain. God...where are You?” God
promises to meet all our needs (see Philippians
4:19) but then He wants us to obey God’s command
to rejoice always (verse 4). Satan wants to use
suffering to defeat or discourage us. But suffering
can always be used by God to strengthen us.

It’s a little like gravity. If we aren’t careful,
gravity can pull us to the ground in a painful crash.
However, as we learn to resist the force of gravity,
we develop muscles when we stand up and walk.

Suffering, worry, sorrow — all kinds of problems
— can cause us to crash in discouragement. But if
we learn to believe that God is using each situation
for our good, we will grow in spiritual strength.
The more determined we become to be strong in
our spirit, the less effect our fleshly nature has on
us. We learn the secret of what Jesus meant when
He said in Luke 6:23: Rejoice in that day, and
leap for joy; for great is your reward in heaven...

Believe God is working for your good in your
present situation. Believe more tomorrow than you
do today. God will reward your obedience. One
day we will understand why He chooses to work
something good out of all our problems, rather than
to change situations the way we think He should.

For now, we will do well to know that God does
not give us advice — He tells us what to do and
then abundantly rewards our obedience. Oh, how
abundantly God rewards! (Reprint from July 2015)
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While thinking about what I should write for the July Praise News 7
I came across this in my files. I don’t know who the author is but felt
this was very appropriate for this month.
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A Have you ever wondered what

sE1932-2024 J7 happened to the 56 men who
- I— —ll| signed the Declaration of Inde-

pendence? Remember that they were British subjects
at the time and fought their own government!

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors
and tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes
ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons serving in
the Revolutionary Army; one had two sons captured.
Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hard-
ships of the Revolutionary War. When they signed,
they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor. What kind of men were they? They were
not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. They were
soft-spoken men of means and education. They had
security, but they valued liberty more. Standing strong
and unwavering, they pledged: “For the support of this
Declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the
divine providence, we mutually pledge to each to
other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were
merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation
owners, men of means, well-educated. But they signed
the Declaration of Independence knowing full well
that the penalty would be death if they were captured.
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In Loving Memory Of:
Joan Garfield, Mom Susan Zachgo
Mary Garfield, Sister “Enjoy your new
By Don Lupro home with Jesus”

By her husband, Gene
of Fargo, ND

of Murrieta, CA /

Larry Lampson
By his sister
Janice Adler
of Boise, ID
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Our loss is Heaven’s
gain! Qur prayers
are with those
who loved them.

Mary Carothers

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and
trader saw his ships swept from the seas by the British
Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts
and died in rags. Thomas McKean was so hounded by
the British that he was forced to move his family con-
stantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his
family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken
from him, and poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery,
Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge
and Middleton. Francis Lewis had his home and prop-
erties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife and she
died within a few months. At the battle of Yorktown,
Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that British General Corn-
wallis had taken over the Nelson home for his head-
quarters. He quietly urged General George Washing-
ton to open fire. The home was destroyed, and Nelson
died bankrupt.

John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she
was dying. Their thirteen children fled for their lives.
His fields and gristmill were laid to waste. For more
than a year, he lived in forests and caves, returning
home to find his wife dead and his children vanished.
A few weeks later, he died from exhaustion and a
broken heart. Norris and Livingston suffered similar
fates.

Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American
Revolution. May we all remember that FREEDOM IS
“NEVER FREE”! And may God continue to bless
America. Author Unknown (Reprint from July 2013)
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Happy 250™ Fourth of July
As you gather and celebrate
this semiquincentennial
historical milestone watching
the fireworks and enjoying the
summer, remember to honor the
vision of our founders and the
many who have defended
*** * our freedoms. Happy 250"
Birthday, America!
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Merlin and Mary were a true blessing in my life. I was introduced to Merlin’s books after a friend saw him
on television and was impressed by his joyful countenance. I had the privilege of becoming friends and a sup-
porter of the Foundation of Praise after reading his books. One thing I knew about both of them is that every
day they lived they would be praising the Lord, no matter the circumstances. Merlin truly exemplified the joy
that comes when you truly believe with all of your heart that God is working for your good. Lisa, NV
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PRAISE TRAGTS

A man stood on a corner giving out tracts. After months of seeing no results, he quit and dedi-
cated his life to business pursuits. Several years later he passed the same corner and saw a
young man giving out tracts. He thinks people will be changed by what he is doing, he
thought. I wonder how long it will take him to realize his efforts are useless. Curious, he
spoke to the young man. “I admire what you are doing but I’'m curious. Why are you giving out
tracts on this particular street corner?” “Sir, years ago there was a man giving out tracts right
here on this spot. He gave one to me. I didn’t read it right away, but one day I did, and I accept-
ed Jesus as my Savior and He has changed my life. Would you like to read a copy of the tract
he gave me?” The man saw a reprint of the same tract he had once given to many people.
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We know that some people who read tracts do not seem to benefit
from it and others have found our tracts very helpful when sharing the
message of praise and salvation. We want to do everything we can
do to enable you to help others receive God’s free gift of eternal life.

EACH SET OF TRACTS ARE AVAILABLE
IN BUNDLES OF 50 PER TITLE!
Tracts (Bundles of 50) including shipping:
50 for $9.75 100 for $15 150 for $20.25
For credit card orders call 1-800-PRAISE1 (1-800-772-4731).
Shipping applies to one U.S. address. For more information call (760) 741-2755.

We rejoice when we are able to provide Prison to Praise and the other praise
books to those who need to hear the Good News of the Gospel. If you are currently \\\\// .
pledging to the Foundation of Praise, there are no words to tell you how ;)'/{—{/
blessed and grateful we are for your continued faithful support and generosity. . // /\\\\
If you are not pledging, please pray and consider doing so for the remainder of 2026.
Now more than ever we are in need of your monthly support. We are praying and trusting
the Lord to continue to meet our needs so that we can carry on the message of praise that
Merlin began. Your monthly support will help us to know how many books we can plan
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Yes, I want to pledge to the Foundation of Praise. Enclosed is my first month’s :;/O
pledge of $ . Please send me monthly coupon reminders for 2026. |

1
1
1
|
|

| Name

|

| Address

|

1 City, State, Zip Code *
1
o’é: I am not able to pledge, but I would like to give a donation of $




