
        “Sit down, be quiet,   
   and I’ll tell you what you   
  should do.” Not a particu-
   larly good beginning to a
  conversation, is it? But do 
you sometimes feel that is exactly the judgment you 
want to pronounce? You know, without a doubt, that 
the person is all wrong about something, and they need 
you to straighten them out.
     What is the correct way to deal with someone we 
believe should have enough sense to do what we tell 
them to do? We should first convince them that we 
care about them – not just tell them that we do, con-
vince them that we do. How long will it take for us to 
do that? It depends on the circumstances. 
     If you risk your life to save another person’s life, it 
might take only seconds for him to be convinced that 
you care about him. If you give a friendly greeting to a 
person, every day for a year, he might have no idea 
whatsoever that you care about him. We could even 
live with someone for many years, and they might not 
realize how very much we care about them.
    Each case, each circumstance, is different. But I 
believe the rule remains the same. We should not begin 
our lecture until our audience is prepared to hear it. If 
we feel an inner compulsion to tell someone what they 
should do, we should probably use our energy to learn 
how to keep quiet.
     We respond to people better if we are convinced, 
they genuinely love us. On the other hand, if we 
believe they are merely venting their own feelings on 
us, we don’t want to listen to them.
     How often do you feel the desire to verbally vent 
your feelings on your spouse, children, relatives, or the 
selfish people that bump their way into your life? 
Often? If so, don’t despair. A lot of people feel that 

way. But God knew all about our feelings when He 
told us to not judge other people’s actions. He went so 
far as to say: Do not judge, or you too will be judged 
(Matthew 7:1). That really is a strong statement! If I 
don’t want God to pronounce judgment upon me, then 
I had better not pronounce judgment upon others.
     How do we deal with our feelings and still live 
among people who can be so terribly irritating? The 
best way that I have ever known, is to understand 
God’s plan for us. He is willing to take everything that 
anyone says to us and use those things to work for our 
good. Yes, it is amazing. God is willing to work in 
every situation in our lives if we will take the time and 
effort that is necessary to learn to believe Him.
      Some people may say, well, I’ve never seen God 
take care of the difficult people in my life. God isn’t 
interested in “taking care” of those people. He is 
interested in how you and I react to His commands and 
to His promises. If we persist in judging others for 
what they say and do to us, God will judge us. Not just 
in the future, but also today! We cannot resist God’s 
plan for us, and still enjoy life on this earth. If we rebel 
and refuse to obey Him, if we insist on judging others, 
His own law compels Him to judge us.
     Believe that whatever people do, God is standing at 
your side ready to use every experience of life to bless 
you. No, it won’t aways be easy, but God is a great 
trainer! He wants to lead us into the path He has 
designed for us. 
     If we really believe that other people are working 
for our good, what could happen? They may realize 
that what we say to them is not coming out of our own 
frustrations, but out of our genuine gladness to have 
them in our life. God is blessed to have us trust Him in 
this way, and He promises to reward us. And when we 
do, He does!                               (Reprint from March 1997)
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                                                           What I want to share 
this month is really 
directed to those who are 
born again in the Lord. 
With those who have 

been lifted out of Satan’s 
kingdom of darkness into God’s Kingdom of Light 
and Love; where Jesus is King (see Colossians 
1:13).
     At the very center of our being, Jesus is to be 
enthroned, signifying His Lordship over our hearts 
and lives.  But too often we allow Him to be Lord 
over certain areas – while holding back parts we do 
not want to relinquish to God.
     We may allow Jesus to be Lord in other areas of 
our lives, but cling to the right to choose our own 
friends and relationships, regardless of the Bible’s 
command to not be unequally yoked with those of 
the world. II Corinthians 6:14-15(NIV) says:  Do not 
be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with darkness? What 
harmony is there between Christ and Satan? Or 
what does a believer have in common with an unbe-
liever? When Paul used the word yoked, he was 
using it in the sense of being joined together with, 
committed to, or under obligation to someone who 
does not belong to Christ. He was not saying that 
we should not speak to or associate with people of 
the world – we would have to leave this world to 
do that (see I Corinthians 5:10).  He meant that we 
are not to hold them close to our hearts. Proverbs 
4:23 says:  Above all else, guard your affections.  
For they influence everything else in your life. 
The enemy relentlessly tries to entice our affections 

away from Jesus.  He really doesn’t care who or 
what takes Jesus’ place – just as long as he can 
succeed in dethroning Christ.  It can be with some-
one we live with or are friends with. It can be 
success in business, achieving skill and recognition 
in sports, academics or some other area.  It is even 
possible for us to allow our ministry – whether 
singing, preaching, writing, pastoring, teaching or 
whatever – to gradually become more and more 
important to us than our Lord for whom we minis-
ter.
     Another area we often want to control is enter-
tainment. It’s okay to have fun.  God has given us 
the ability to enjoy ourselves.  But we need to ask 
ourselves some questions such as, “Does this bring 
glory to the Lord?”  Whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God (I 
Corinthians 10:31).  Some other questions might be, 
“How important is this to me?  Do I care too much 
about it?  If I had to give this up, how would I 
react?”  Remember, whatever we give ourselves 
over to, that is what becomes our master and we 
become enslaved to it (see II Peter 2:19). The good 
news is that Jesus came to set us free from bondage 
(see Luke 4:18). Then we, like Paul, can say, 
Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:57).
     Jesus encourages us in Matthew 26:41 to watch 
and pray so we won’t fall into Satan’s temptations. I 
Corinthians 16:13 tells us to be alert and on guard. 

Why? So that Satan will not out smart us. 
For we are familiar with his evil schemes. 

(II Corinthians 2:11). Let us keep Jesus 
on the throne of our hearts and 

lives. (Reprint from January 1997)
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I started reading Prison to Praise and decided I wasn’t going to finish it because the first part seemed so 
unreal. But when I got to page 70 the Lord opened my eyes and my heart. 

MICHAEL, WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL, IN

Prison to Praise has been a huge blessing in my life, and Romans 8:28 is now my favorite verse. In my early 
years I was a Christian but became a drug addict and was in and out of jail for ten years. At one point I wanted 
to end my life.  I had a very difficult time for most of the last decade of my life, but your book put what hap-
pened to me in perspective. I’m still in prison but now I’ve surrendered my life to Him and stand on the prom-
ise of Romans 8:28 …and we know that for those who love God all things will work together for good.                                                                             

AARON, CORRECTION CENTER, NV

I want to thank you for Prison to Praise. This is a very inspiring read and besides the Bible, I find myself 
reading your book over and over again. I never grow tired of reading it.                                WILL, NNCC, NV
       
After reading Prison to Praise I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior. It has given me so much joy and strength-
ens me to stay firm in the Lord. My anger issues have landed me in prison but your book and I Thessalonians 
5:18 …in everything give thanks, has really helped me more than I can express.                                                                                   

PHENELON, GRACEVILLE CORRECTIONS, FL

Amazon & Kindle Readers Praises
I’m not going to lie. I was a little aggravated when Prison to Praise arrived, and I saw how small it was. 
However, by the time I got to page 30 I was hooked and finished it in one sitting! I tend to have ‘negative 
thinking’. I love this book and I’m slowly making progress and I am thanking and praising God through all 
my circumstances. 

Prison to Praise is a life-changing book. The first few chapters set the stage for teaching one of the greatest 
principles in becoming true followers of Jesus Christ. Praise in all things work!

Prison to Praise is a powerful, engaging story, with many examples of miracles that are incredible. An easy 
read that has a good and inspiring pace.

My mom put me up to reading Prison to Praise. She’s been trying to get me to read it for years but her read-
ing materials tend to be “hokey”, so I’ve put it off. Finally, my husband and I decided to keep her happy and 
read it together, a little at a time. It was actually very interesting and relatable stories and kept us engaged. I 
honestly think the lesson of praise will be the best action we can take to really change our lives.

Word of praise
for prison to praise

The Sunday School teacher asked her
class how many of them would like

to go to Heaven. Everyone raised
a hand except one little boy. 

“Danny”, the teacher asked, “Don’t 
you want to go to Heaven?” “I can’t, 

teacher,” Danny replied.
“My mother told me I was to come 

straight home after Sunday School.”

Happy Labor Day! May God bless 
the work of your hands, refresh your spirit,

renew your strength, and bring peace to your
home today. Take time to rest in His goodness.
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People tell us: Prison to Praise was the first book I ever read.
Prison to Praise changed my life. Prison to Praise led me to my Lord and Savior.

We are so abundantly blessed that this one, small book that Merlin wrote in 1970 has helped
so many people. We want to always offer it to you at the best possible prices and for many years
we have done that. Now however, just like everything else around us, due to the huge increase

in printing costs and postage rates we will be raising the bulk prices. We feel they are still a “bargain”
and hope you will continue to share these books with those the Lord brings to your attention.

Whoever sows sparingly will reap sparingly and whoever sows
generously will reap generously (II Corinthians 9:6).

Prison to Praise Special

These are “Not for Resale” copies and this special does not apply to the Giant Print or Spanish
versions of Prison to Praise.  This offer is available through the month of October - while supplies last! 

For credit card orders call 1-800-PRAISE1 (1-800-772-4731).  Shipping applies to one U.S. address.  
Please call (760)741-2755 for foreign rates or for additional shipping information.

PLEASE SELECT OPTION, CLIP, AND RETURN IN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

   Please send me _______ copies of Prison to Praise for the Total Cost of $___________
         I will distribute these books.  Send them to me at the address below:

         Name ____________________________________________________________________

         Address___________________________________________________________________

         City__________________________________   State_____________   Zip_____________

  Do not send the books to me.  Use my donation of $__________ 
  to have the Foundation of Praise distribute for me.

Checks to be made payable to the Foundation of Praise.
THIS OFFER EXPIRES ON OCTOBER 31, 2026.  LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE.
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BOOK

1.15
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VALUE
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